
Western Railway Club Presents 

A Fireside Chat with Derek Taylor
Chief  Operating Officer, Genesee & Wyoming

Derek Taylor has a proven track record of leading freight-rail operations for 
more than two decades.

Derek brings more than 25 years of railroad leadership experience with a 
proven track record of delivering operational excellence, strengthening safety 

performance and driving customer-focused results

Tuesday, October 13, 2026

Held at the Union League Club of  Chicago
65 West Jackson Blvd, Chicago 

Cocktails ~  5:00PM – 6:00PM
Dinner ~       6:00PM

Western Railway Club  2026-2027  Officers & Board of Directors

President First Vice President Second Vice President
Mr. Gary Rogers Mr. Donley Forrest                                             Mr. Jeff Wood

New York Air Brake                                Greenbrier Companies                                                Trinity Inc. 

Mr. Steve Cork
Metra

Ms. Heather Disabato
Railway Age

Mr. Andrew Fox
Anacostia Rail 
Holdings (Retired)

Mr. Michael Franke
Amtrak (Retired)

Mr. Carl Graziano
S.C.S. Consulting

Mr. Nicholas Kelly
National Steel Car 

Mr. Michael Ring
Strato, Inc.

Mr. Rob Sech
MRC Rail

Mr. Herbert Smith
Norfolk Southern

Reservations & Information:
Call Lorie Mochel @ 847-877-1514 

Email:  wrclub13@comcast.net
Mail:  3572 W. State Rd 10, #13 / Lake Village, IN  46349

Members $135 *  Non-Members $170

*** If you, or your guests have any dietary restrictions, kindly inform us so we can 
accommodate your needs***

We’re excited to introduce our first-ever Fireside Chat!
Do you have a question you’d like to ask Derek? We’d love to hear from you! Please submit your questions to 

Lorie Mochel at wrclub13@comcast.net.
When submitting your question, you’re welcome to include your name and company name, if you’d like.

We look forward to making this an engaging and informative conversation!



WESTERN RAILWAY CLUB CURRENT MEMBERS

AECOM
AITX
ALLEANZA RAIL
AMSTED
AMTRAK
ANACOSTIA RAIL HOLDINGS
ANDREW FOX *
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS
BILL LYMAN *
BRUCE MARCHESCHI
CARL GRAZIANO
CHRIS GOEPEL
CLARK INDUSTRIAL
CN
CSX
DAVE DEALY III
DEBBIE TAYLOR
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS, INC.
FLETCHER SIPPEL, LLC
FREIGHTCAR AMERICA, INC.
FULCRUM RAIL
GANNETT FLEMING TRANSYSTEMS
GATX
GEORGE ALLEN CONSTRUCTION CO.
GREAT WESTERN RAILROAD
GREENBRIER COMPANIES
HANSON
HATCH, LTD
ILLINOIS RAILROAD ASSN.
JAMACIA BEARINGS
JIM MESSMORE *
JOHN LIPPERT
JOSEPH SHACTER
JOSEPH SZABO
.

LEJAK & ASSOCIATES, INC
MARCUS NOTTELMANN
MEP & A, R & M SUMMIT
MERRITT CANFIELD
METRA
MICHAEL W. FRANKE *
MIE GLOBAL
MINER ENTERPRISES, INC.
MOHAN GROBLE SCOLARO, P.C.
MRC RAIL
NATIONAL STEEL CAR LTD
NEW YORK AIR BRAKE
NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORP.
NORMAN CARLSON *
NORTHERN INDIANA COMMUTER

TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT
OMINITRAX
POWERRAIL, INC.
QUANDEL CONSULTATNTS, LLC
R & W Machine
RAILWAY AGE (SIMMONS BOARDMAN)
RAILWAY SUPPLY GROUP (Unity Railway

Supply Co., IRECO LLC)
RELAM, INC.
RJ CORMAN RAILROAD GROUP
STANDARD STEEEL
STRATO, INC.
THE BELT RAILWAY OF CHICAGO
TIMKEN CORPORATION
TRINITY INDUSTRIES
UNION TANK CAR COMPANY
V3 COMPANIES, INC.
WILLIMAS-HAYWARD PROTECTIVE 

COATINGS, INC.
WI-TRONIX

* RETIREES

2026-2027 MEETING DATES

November 10, 2026
January 19, 2027

March 9, 2027 (Railroader of the Year)
May 11, 2027

Please respect our cancellation policy: 
No cancellations after October 2, 2026


