
 

Please join us on November 11, 2025 
Our guest speaker  

will be 
Karen Hedlund  / STB  

Held at The Union League Club of Chicago 
65 West Jackson Blvd / Chicago, IL  

 
Complimentary Cocktails 5:00 pm   to   6:00 pm 

Dinner:  6:00 pm 

Karen J. Hedlund was sworn in on January 3, 2022, as a      
member of the Board for a term of office expiring on December 
31, 2025, following her confirmation by the United States Senate 
on December 16, 2021.  Karen was named Vice Chairman of the 
Board on January 9, 2023  and on January 9, 2024. 

Karen served in the Obama Administration as Chief Counsel of 
the Federal Highway Administration from 2009 to 2010, and as 
Chief Counsel and Deputy Administrator of the Federal Railroad                
Administration from 2010 to 2014.  Since stepping down from 
that   position, Karen has advised  governmental authorities and  
private investors on the development of passenger rail and  
transportation-oriented development projects.   

Prior to joining the FRA,  Karen had a long career as a legal      
advisor to governmental agencies and private lenders and          
investors on the development of a broad range infrastructure     
projects across the United States, including rail, transit,         
highways, airports, water and energy facilities.   

Karen practiced with leading national law firms in Chicago,     
Los Angeles and Washington, D.C.  She is a graduate of Harvard       
University (AB) and Georgetown University Law Center (JD).  
Karen has two children and two grandchildren in Brooklyn, NY, 
who love to ski and hike with her near her home in Colorado.   

2025-2026 
Officers 

 
President 

Mr.  Keith Bouquet 
National Steel Car  

 
First Vice President 

Mr.  Jeff Wood 
Trinity Industries  

 
Second Vice President 

Mr. Donley Forrest  
Greenbrier Companies 

To make reservations  
Call Lorie Mochel at 847.877.1514 

Or email at 
wrclub13@comcast.net 

Members price is  
$130.00 each 

(Company memberships allows 
guests at the same price) 

 
Non-members price  is   

$175.00 each 

Your personal or company 
check can be mailed to: 

Lorie Mochel 
3572 W. State Road 10 

Lot #13 
Lake Village, IN  46349 

 
 
 

Credit cards are accepted! 
(there will be a 4%            

  processing fee)   
Call Lorie at 847.877.1514 

If you choose to pay with a  
credit card.  

Please respect our cancellation policy:    No cancellations after 
November 3, 2025 



WESTERN RAILWAY CLUB 2025-2026 MEMBERS 

AITX 
ALLEANZA RAIL  
ANACOSTIA RAIL HOLDINGS 
ANDREW FOX * 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN  RAILROADS 
BILL LYMAN * 
BRUCE  MARCHESCHI 
CARL GRAZIANO 
CHRISTOPHER POPJOY 
CLARK INDUSTRIAL 
CN 
CSX 
DEBBIE TAYLOR 
DR. DANIEL BEHR 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS, INC. 
FREIGHTCAR AMERICA 
GANNETT FLEMING TRANSYSTEMS 
GATX 
GREENBRIER COMPANIES 
HANSON 
 

 

ILLINOIS RAILROAD ASSN. 
JAMACIA BEARINGS 
JIM MESSMORE *                                                          
JOSEPH SHACTER                                                         
JOSEPH C. SZABO                                                             
LEJAK & ASSOCIATES, INC.                          
MARY ELISABETH PITZ                                    
MERRITT CANFIELD                                                
METRA 
MICHAEL W. FRANKE * 
MIE GLOBAL 
MINER ENTERPRISES, INC. 
MOHAN, GROBLE, SCOLARO, P.C. 
MRC-RAIL 
NATIONAL STEEL CAR LTD. 
NEW YORK AIR BRAKE 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORP. 
NORMAN CARLSON * 
NORTHERN INDIANA COMMUTER                  
    TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT 
 

POWERRAIL, INC. 
PPG 
PROGRESS RAIL 
QUANDEL CONSULTANTS 
R & W MACHINE 
RAILWAY AGE (SIMMONS BOARDMAN)  
RAILWAY SUPPLY GROUP (Unity  Railway              
       Supply Co., IRECO LLC)  
RELAM, INC. 
RJ CORMAN RAILROAD GROUP 
STANDARD STEEL 
STRATO, INC. 
THE BELT RAILWAY OF CHICAGO 
TRINITY INDUSTRIES 
UNION TANK CAR COMPANY 
V3  COMPANIES, INC. 
WILLIAMS – HAYWARD  PROTECTIVE 
    COATINGS, INC. 
WI-TRONIX 
 
* Retirees 

 

Western Railway Club 2025-2026  Board of Directors  

Ms. Tina Beckberger 
AITX 

 
Mr. Steve Cork 

Metra 
 

Ms. Heather Disabato 
Railway Age 

 
Mr. Andrew Fox 

AnacosƟa Rail  Holdings (ReƟred) 
 

Mr. Michael Franke 
Amtrak (ReƟred) 

 
 

Mr. Carl Graziano 
S.C.S. ConsulƟng 

 
 

Mr. Michael  Ring 
Strato, Inc. 

 

Mr. Gary Rogers 
New York Air Brake 

 
 

Mr. Rob Sech 
MRC– Rail  

 
 

Mr. Herbert Smith 
Norfolk Southern  

**  Save the date:   January 20, 2026 

Our guest speaker will be Michael Miller, CEO / Genesee & Wyoming  

 
If you, or your guest (s) have any dietary restrictions, 
Please let us know when making your reservations 


